
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Palm Sunday | 
The Sunday of the Passion 

Sunday | March 24th | 2024 
10.30 am | Liturgy of the Palms | Choral Eucharist | BAS 

Communion Service in F | Harold Darke 

 
 
 

 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Welcome 
Children are welcome to fully participate in the service and activity sheets are available in 
the bookshelves at the entrance to the Cathedral. Sidespeople can provide headsets for 
those who need hearing assistance and can ensure that communion is brought to you in 

the pew if required. Please turn off or set mobile devices to silent mode. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Liturgy of the Palms 
Prelude | Ich ruf zu dir, Herr Jesu Christ (BWV 639) | J.S. Bach 

Announcements 

Introit | Hosanna to the Son of David | Thomas Weelkes 

Hosanna to the Son of David. Blessed be the King that cometh in the name of the Lord. Thou 
that sittest in the highest heavens. Hosanna in excelsis Deo. 

Greeting | Introduction 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest.  

Dear friends in Christ, during Lent we have been preparing for the celebration of our 
Lord’s paschal mystery. On this day our Lord Jesus Christ entered the holy city of 
Jerusalem in triumph. The people welcomed him with palms and shouts of praise, but the 
path before him led to self-giving, suffering, and death. Today we greet him as our King, 
although we know his crown is thorns and his throne a cross. We follow him this week 
from the glory of the palms to the glory of the resurrection by way of the dark road of 
suffering and death. United with him in his suffering on the cross, may we share his 
resurrection and new life.  

Let us pray.  

Assist us mercifully with your help, Lord God of our salvation, that we may enter with joy 
into the celebration of those mighty acts whereby you give us life and immortality; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Gospel | Mark 11:1-11 
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.  

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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When the disciples were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the 
Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples and said to them, “Go into the village 
ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has 
never been ridden; untie it and bring it. If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ 
just say this, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here immediately.’” They went away 
and found a colt tied near a door, outside in the street. As they were untying it, some of 
the bystanders said to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” They told them what 
Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take it. Then they brought the colt to Jesus and 
threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. Many people spread their cloaks on the road, 
and others spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields. Then those who went 
ahead and those who followed were shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes 
in the name of the Lord! Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! Hosanna 
in the highest heaven!” Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when 
he had looked around at everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with 
the twelve. 

The Gospel of Christ.  
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Blessing 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

It is right to praise you, almighty God, for the acts of love by which you have redeemed 
us through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. The Hebrews acclaimed Jesus as Messiah and 
King, with palm branches in their hands, crying, Hosanna in the highest. May we also, 
carrying these emblems, go forth to meet Christ and follow him in the way that leads to 
eternal life; who lives and reigns in glory with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. 
Amen.  

The Procession 
Let us go forth in peace. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 

Processional Hymn 181 | All glory, laud and honour 
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Collect at the Station 
Almighty God, whose Son was crucified yet entered into glory, may we, walking in the way of 
the cross, find it is for us the way of life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

Hymn 182 | Ride on, ride on in majesty 

Collect of the Day 
Almighty and everliving God, in tender love for all our human race you sent your Son our 
Saviour Jesus Christ to take our flesh and suffer death upon a cruel cross.  May we follow 
the example of his great humility, and share in the glory of his resurrection; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 

The Proclamation of the Word 
First Reading | Isaiah 50:4-9a 
A reading from the book of Isaiah. 

The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the 
weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens my ear to listen as those who are 
taught. The Lord God has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn 
backward. I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled 
out the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. The Lord God helps me; 
therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know 
that I shall not be put to shame; he who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? 
Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. It is the Lord 
God who helps me; who will declare me guilty? 

Holy Word, Holy Wisdom. 
Thanks be to God. 

Psalm | 31:9-16 

Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I am in trouble; my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my 
throat and my belly. For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing; my strength 
fails me because of affliction, and my bones are consumed. I have become a reproach to all 
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my enemies and even to my neighbours, a dismay to those of my acquaintance; when they see 
me in the street they avoid me. I am forgotten like a corpse, out of mind; I am as useless as a 
broken pot. For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around; they put their 
heads together against me; they plot to take my life. But as for me, I have trusted in you, O 
Lord. I have said, “You are my God.” My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of 
my enemies, and from those who persecute me. Make your face to shine upon your servant, 
and in your loving-kindness save me.” 

Second Reading | Philippians 2:5-11 
A reading from the letter of Paul to the Philippians. 

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of 
God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, 
taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human 
form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death even death on a 
cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every 
name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father. 

Holy Word, Holy Wisdom. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gradual | Greater love hath no man | John Ireland  

Many waters cannot quench love, neither can the floods drown it. Love is strong as death. 
Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. Who, his own 
self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto 
righteousness. Ye are washed, ye are sanctified, ye are justified, in the name of the Lord Jesus; 
ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation. That ye should shew forth the 
praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light. I beseech you, 
brethren, by the mercies of God that ye present your bodies, a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable 
unto God, which is your reasonable service. 

The Passion of our Lord | Mark 15:1-39 
Please remain seated. 
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As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and 
scribes and the whole council. They bound Jesus, led him away, and handed him over to 
Pilate. Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” He answered him, “You say so.” 
Then the chief priests accused him of many things. Pilate asked him again, “Have you no 
answer? See how many charges they bring against you.” But Jesus made no further reply, 
so that Pilate was amazed. 

Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for whom they asked. 
Now a man called Barabbas was in prison with the rebels who had committed murder 
during the insurrection. So the crowd came and began to ask Pilate to do for them 
according to his custom. Then he answered them, “Do you want me to release for you 
the King of the Jews?” For he realized that it was out of jealousy that the chief priests had 
handed him over. But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him release Barabbas 
for them instead. Pilate spoke to them again, “Then what do you wish me to do with the 
man you call the King of the Jews?” They shouted back, “Crucify him!” Pilate asked them, 
“Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Crucify him!” So Pilate, 
wishing to satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he 
handed him over to be crucified. 

Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace (that is, the governor’s 
headquarters); and they called together the whole cohort. And they clothed him in a 
purple cloak; and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on him. And they 
began saluting him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” They struck his head with a reed, spat upon 
him, and knelt down in homage to him. After mocking him, they stripped him of the 
purple cloak and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him. 

They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country, to carry his cross; it 
was Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus. Then they brought Jesus to the 
place called Golgotha (which means the place of a skull). And they offered him wine 
mixed with myrrh; but he did not take it. And they crucified him, and divided his clothes 
among them, casting lots to decide what each should take.  

It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him. The inscription of the charge 
against him read, “The King of the Jews.” And with him they crucified two bandits, one on 
his right and one on his left. Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads and 
saying, “Aha! You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself, 
and come down from the cross!” In the same way the chief priests, along with the 
scribes, were also mocking him among themselves and saying, “He saved others; he 
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cannot save himself. Let the Messiah, the King of Israel, come down from the cross now, 
so that we may see and believe.” Those who were crucified with him also taunted him.  

When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. At 
three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which 
means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” When some of the bystanders 
heard it, they said, “Listen, he is calling for Elijah.” And someone ran, filled a sponge with 
sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink, saying, “Wait, let us see whether 
Elijah will come to take him down.” Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last. And 
the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. Now when the centurion, 
who stood facing him, saw that in this way he breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man 
was God’s Son!” 

Silence. 

Sermon 

Motet | Go to dark Gethsemane 

Go to dark Gethsemane, You who feel the tempter’s power; Your Redeemer’s conflict see; 
Watch with Him one bitter hour; Turn not from His griefs away; Learn of Jesus Christ to pray. 
Follow to the judgement hall; View the Lord of life arraigned; O the worm-wood and the gall! O 
the pangs His soul sustained! Shun not suffering, shame, or loss; Learn of Him to bear the 
cross. Calvary’s mounrful mountain climb There adoring at His feet, Mark the miracle of time, 
God’s own sacrifice complete: “It is finished!” Hear the cry; Learn of Jesus Christ to die. 

Prayers 
Let us pray. 

God of grace, you are our judge and our hope. Transform us with your love, harness our 
energy for your purposes in the world, and hear us as we offer our prayers. 

We pray for the earth as your creation, staggering under the demands of human activity 
and expectation. Where we are tempted to use resources carelessly, where human 
lifestyles endanger homes and habitats of other peoples or other species, where 
immediate gain tempts people to give no thought for the future, send your wisdom to 
guide citizens and decision makers to act responsibly. 

Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
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We pray for Bishop Shane and our diocesan parishes and community ministries. Where 
we are tempted to guard traditions and resist new possibilities, where we magnify 
differences instead of celebrating our unity in Christ, where energy for leadership and 
community life has grown weaker, send your healing and transforming grace. 

Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

We pray for relationships suffering under stress. Where families are tempted to nurse 
grudges and harbour complaints, where friendships have been wounded by 
misunderstanding or neglect, where workplace tensions have arisen over clashing 
opinions or exhausting demands, send your reconciling and restoring mercy. 

Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

We pray for the world filled with increasing threats and conflicts and war. Where 
countries are torn by unrest and persecution, where communities are diminished by 
prejudice and discrimination, where those with power and authority degrade or dismiss 
their critics, empower those who work for just solutions and advocate for the powerless. 

Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

We pray for all who are troubled, for those who face illness or loss of any kind, for those 
challenged by economic hardship, and for those faced with the reality of death, their own 
or of someone dear. As we offer in silence the names of those on our hearts this day, 
embrace each one with your compassion and courage. 

Silence. 

Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

Even as we remember the many challenges around us, we give you thanks for the 
blessings we know, for moments of pleasure, for laughter shared, for conversations that 
brighten our day. Thank you for your steadfast love and the comfort we draw from your 
presence with us in all things. Amen. 
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The Peace 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 

Offertory Hymn 184 | My song is love unknown 

Thank you for donating to the ministry of our Cathedral! You may also make an offering via the 
collection plate or tip-tap machine in the foyer, by going to https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/5519 
or by e-transfer to info@ottawacathedral.ca. 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 
Prayer Over the Gifts  
Gracious God, the suffering and death of Jesus, your only Son, makes us pleasing in your 
sight. Alone we can do nothing, but through his sacrifice, may we receive your love and 
mercy. Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of heaven and earth; we give you thanks and 
praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, who for our salvation became obedient unto death. 
The tree of defeat became the tree of victory: where life was lost, life has been restored.  

Therefore with angels and archangels and all the heavenly chorus, we cry out to proclaim 
the glory of your name. Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are 
full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.  

We give thanks to you, Lord our God, for the goodness and love you have made known 
to us in creation; in calling Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus your Son.  

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/5519
mailto:info@ottawacathedral.ca
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For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the 
Saviour and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us 
worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin 
into righteousness, out of death into life.  

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, a death he freely accepted, our 
Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave 
it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me.”  

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.”  

Therefore, Father, according to his command,  
we remember his death, we proclaim his resurrection, we await his coming in glory; 

and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, Lord of all; presenting to 
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.  

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts, that they may be 
the sacrament of the body of Christ and his blood of the new covenant. Unite us to your 
Son in his sacrifice, that we, made acceptable in him, may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  

In the fullness of time, reconcile all things in Christ, and make them new, and bring us to 
that city of light where you dwell with all your children; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the 
firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation; by 
whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory 
are yours, almighty God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, 
who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Breaking of the Bread 
We break this bread, 
Communion in Christ’s body once broken. 

Let your Church be the wheat which bears its fruit in dying. 
If we have died with him, we shall live with him; if we hold firm, we shall reign with 
him. 

The gifts of God for the People of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

Agnus Dei 
Communion 
All are welcome to come to the altar rail. If you wish prayers for healing before receiving Communion, please 
carry an Order of Service with you; to receive a blessing, cross your hands over your chest; for a gluten-free wafer, 
hold out one hand; for a regular wafer, hold out two hands. Please do not dip the bread in the wine. 

Motet | Set me as a seal | René Clausen 

Set me as a seal upon your heart, as a seal upon your arm, for love is strong as death. Many 
waters cannot quench love; neither can the floods drown it. 

The Sending of the Community 
Prayer after Communion 
God our help and strength, you have satisfied our hunger with this eucharistic food. 
Strengthen our faith, that through the death and resurrection of your Son, we may be led 
to salvation, for he is Lord now and for ever. Amen. 

Glory to God, 
whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine. 
Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

Blessing and Dismissal 
May the God of mercy transform you by grace, and the blessing of God the Creator, God 
the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
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Go forth in the name of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 

Hymn 185 | Sing, my tongue, the glorious battle 

The choir and clergy exit in silence. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Celebrant | The Very Reverend Beth Bretzlaff Organists | Eva Liu and Owen Spicer 
Preacher | The Reverend Dr. Jarrett Carty Director | James Calkin 
Readers | John Serrati | Chuck Staples Sung by | The Cathedral Girls Choir with Men 
Intercessor | Ted Livingstone Duty Warden | Jane Morris | Gillian Wheeler 

Liturgy: The Book of Alternative Services ©1985, The Psalter of The Book of Alternative Services Emended for Contemporary Liturgical Use 
©2016, Supplementary Eucharistic Prayer #2 © 2001 by the General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada. Readings: New Revised 
Standard Version Bible (NRSV) Anglicized Edition, ©1989, 1995, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches 
of Christ in the United States of America. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Readings Next Sunday | March 31st 
Easter Day 

Isaiah 25:6-9; Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; 1 Corinthians 15:1-11; Mark 16:1-8 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Holy Week and Easter Services 
Monday | Tuesday | Wednesday in Holy Week | March 25th to 27th 

12.05 | pm Sung Eucharist 

Maundy Thursday | March 28th 
7 pm | Choral Eucharist with Stripping of the Altar 

Good Friday | March 29th 
Noon | Solemnity of the Lord’s Passion 

1 to 3 pm | Cathedral Open for Quiet Meditation | 3 pm | Stabat Mater Sacred Concert 

Holy Saturday | March 30th  
8 pm | A Vigil for Easter 

Easter Sunday | March 31st  
8.30 am | Holy Eucharist | 10.30 am | Festal Eucharist 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 


